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Abstract

The “Eastern Question” was represented by the interference of the major European powers in the
affairs of the Ottoman Empire and exploitation of its gradual weakness. Russian and French
diplomacy and expansion had the greatest role in hastening its downfall. Russia followed a long-
term expansionist policy aimed at reaching warm waters, controlling the straits, and protecting the
Orthodox in the Balkans. It fought a series of wars against the Ottomans from the 17th to the 19th
century and forced them to sign unfair treaties such as Kucuk-Kaynarci 1774. Which granted it the
right to intervene in internal affairs. It also used diplomacy to support Slavic nationalist movements
in Serbia, Greece, and Bulgaria and weaken the unity of the empire from within. As for France, it
moved from the stage of alliance with the Ottomans against the Habsburgs in the 16th century to the
stage of colonial rivalry. It declared itself a protector of Catholics in the East and used missionary,
cultural, and educational missions as an instrument of influence. Then it began direct expansion by
occupying Algeria in 1830 and intervening in the Levant and Egypt The two countries competed
and sometimes cooperated in internationalizing the Eastern question and presenting it in European
conferences, which led to the imposition of reforms, debts, and foreign concessions that weakened
Ottoman sovereignty economically and politically, and ended up dividing the legacy of the “sick
man” after World War I, where Russian military expansion and French colonial diplomacy were
key factors in the overthrow of the Ottoman Empire.
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