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Abstract

This study examines the activity of the Dutch National Movement during the period of the Fourth
Anglo-Dutch War (1780-1784) and the political transformations that followed within the Dutch
Republic. This war represented a decisive turning point, revealing structural weaknesses within the
state, particularly in its military and economic institutions. The naval and commercial decline of the
Republic in the face of British superiority undermined its international standing and generated
widespread public dissatisfaction with the existing political system and the dominance of Stadtholder
William V of the House of Orange Within this context, the Patriot Movement emerged as a reformist
political current inspired by the ideas of the European Enlightenment and the experience of the
American Revolution. The movement called for broader political participation, limitations on
hereditary authority, and the strengthening of local councils and the civic bourgeoisie in state
governance. Gradually, the movement evolved from an intellectual and journalistic initiative into a
broad political and social organization, manifested in the formation of civic militias aimed at
protecting reforms and defending cities supportive of the movement The crisis reached its peak
between 1785 and 1787, when several Dutch cities witnessed political unrest and internal conflicts
between Patriot supporters and Orangists, creating a situation resembling a limited civil war.
However, Prussian military intervention, politically supported by Britain in 1787, restored the
authority of the Stadtholder and suppressed the national movement, forcing many of its leaders into
exile Despite the movement’s military and political failure at that stage, its reformist ideas did not
disappear. Instead, they continued to exert intellectual and political influence across the Low
Countries and directly contributed to preparing the ground for subsequent constitutional
transformations following the outbreak of the French Revolution and the later establishment of the
Batavian Republic. Thus, the Dutch National Movement reflects the depth of the structural crisis
faced by the Republic in the late eighteenth century and represents a transitional phase between the
traditional republican system and the emergence of the modern state founded on concepts of
citizenship and constitutional reform.
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